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Tim Drake, AAPCQ President

South Carolina Dept. Of Pesticide Regulation,
Clemson University

511 Westinghouse Rd.

Pendleton, SC 29670

Jim Gray, SFIREG Chair

ND Department of Agriculture
Agriculture Chemical Division
600 East Blvd., 6% Floor
Bismark, ND 58505-0020

Dear Tim Drake and Jimn Gray:

The EPA’s Office of Pesticide Programs is interested in partnering with your organizations on
the development of pollinator protection plans. As you know, the June 20, 2014 Presidential
memorandum outlined measures to create a federal strategy to promote the health of honey bees
and other pollinators and highlights the need for new public-private partnerships and increased
citizen engagement. The memorandum has tasked multiple federal agencies to assist in
addressing the factors associated with pollinator declines. The memorandum also directs EPA “s0
engage State and tribal environmental, agricultural and wildlife agencies in the development of
state and tribal pollinator protection plans.”

Through discussions with the Pesticide Program Dialogue Committee (PPDC) and your
organizations, OPP recognizes that several states have developed pollinator management plans
by productively engaging stakeholders within their respective states. These plans serve as
examples of effective collaboration between stakeholders at the local level that can lead to
reduced pesticide exposure and protection of honey bees while maintaining the flexibility needed
by growers to protect crops. EPA appreciates the leadership and expertise shown in developing
the existing state pollinator plans. Also EPA believes that such state management plans can help
to meaningfully reduce acute exposures to bees, within the context of sustainable agriculture.
These efforts are consistent with those recently implemented by OPP to protect bees from the

Page 1 of 2

A August 13 letter from
OPP to
AAPCO/SFIREG
leadership

A Asked for input on
necessary elements
& approaches for
state plans

A Asked AAPCO/SFIRE
to work with states
as they develop plans



AAPCO/SFIREG Pollinator Efforts

1 AAPCO Pollinator Committee (Steve Dwinell ,
Chair)

BAssemble info on existing & developing managed
pollinator protection plans

BBuild stakeholder consensus on effective strategies
to protect pollinators that are least disruptive to
product agriculture and other stakeholders

1 SFIREG (Jim Gray, Chair)

Bldentify core elements for state managed pollinator
protection plans

BWork with EPA to explore changes to pesticide
labeling




Developing SFIREG Guidance on
State Managed Pollinator
Protection Plans

1 Conference call July 28, 2014
} Discussion at  Sr Executive PREP August 2014

1} Emall exchanges with ad hoc SFIREG
pollinator workgroup

.



Ad Hoc Workgroup to Review
SFIREG Guidance Document

1 George Farnsworth (CA)
1 Steve Dwinell (FL)

1 John Campbell (MS)

1 John Scott (CO)

+ Brian Rowe (Ml)

+ Jerry Sauter (ND)

.

1 Brian Rowe (Ml)
} Gretchen Paluch (1A)
1 John Peckham (MN)

1 Rose Kachadoorian
(OR)



State Managed Pollinator Plans
(MP3’s): Purpose

+ Establish framework for communication and
coordination among stakeholders
(beekeepers, pesticide applicators, growers,
others)

BBuild relationships & increase understanding
BEnsure peaceful co - existence

BMitigate pesticide exposure through
communication and coordination of activities

.



SFIREG Guidance on State
Pollinator Plans

+ Goal to identify critical elements of an EPA -
accepted state managed pollinator protection
plan (MP 3)

} Based on successful state plans that have
been developed to date

1 SFIREG guidance with EPA input

Is currently in DRAFT form

}&




SFIREG Guidance on State
Pollinator Plans: Scope

oOoManaged pollinatorsb©o
1 Any species of pollinators managed by
humans

BPollination services

BProduction of honey, beeswax, other products
BOther activities

1 May be managed by hobbyists or commercial
beekeepers

+ Include honeybees, alfalfa leafcutting bees,
orchard bees, mason bees, some bumblebees




SFIREG Guidance on State
Pollinator Plans

+ Divided into two sections:
BCritical Elements
BOptional/Recommended  Elements

+ Guidance stresses need for state flexibility

BRegulatory or voluntary approaches as long as
state addresses critical elements

BState flexibility to expand plans to address other
ISsues

.



1. Public stakeholder participation process

- Include opportunities for input from a
balanced cross - section of stakeholders

- Opportunities for public comment on draft
MP? prior to it being finalized




