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Background

§152.46 Notification and non-notification changes to registrations.
(a) Changes permitted by notification. (1) EPA may determine that certain 
minor modifications to registration having no potential to cause unreasonable 
adverse effects to the environment may be accomplished by notification to the 
Agency, without requiring that the registrant obtain Agency approval. If EPA 
so determines, it will issue procedures following an opportunity for public 
comment describing the types of modifications permitted by notification and 
any conditions and procedures for submitting notifications.

Types of actions allowed by notification and procedures are provided 
in Pesticide Registration Notice 98-10 (PRN 98-10)



Background

As part of the procedure for submitting notifications, PR Notice 98-10 
required the following statement by the registrant :
"This notification is consistent with the provisions of PR Notice 98-10 and EPA 
regulations at 40 CFR 152.46, and no other changes have been made to the labeling 
or the confidential statement of formula of this product. I understand that it is a 
violation of 18 U.S.C. Sec. 1001 to willfully make any false statement to EPA. I 
further understand that if this notification is not consistent with the terms of PR 
Notice 98-10 and 40 CFR 152.46, this product may be in violation of FIFRA and I 
may be subject to enforcement action and penalties under sections 12 and 14 of 
FIFRA."

However, EPA noted not all notifications were complying with guidelines 
and began review and approval of notifications.  But per PRN 98-10:
c. Agency decision. Within 30 days after receipt of a notification, the Agency will 
notify the registrant in writing if the notification is disapproved and state the 
reasons why it is unacceptable.



Current Situation

• Notifications are not registration actions subject to PRIA 
Fees or timelines.  While PRN 98-10 indicates a 30-day 
review, there is no PRIA date and PRIA actions generally 
take priority.  The resulting situation is that many do not 
get reviewed and approved within 30 days.  

• Based on numbers provided by EPA to the PRIA Coalition 
on November 13, 2019 of 939 notifications pending 
approval in RD,  842 (89%) were in backlog (>30 days) 
status.  However, registrants are allowed to implement the 
change(s) in the notification per regulations.  EPA is taking 
measures to try and reduce the backlog, but face resource 
issues.



Current Situation

• Some states are requiring EPA approval of notifications prior 
to approval in the state.
• Labels on PPLS do not always reflect the most recent labels in 

the channels of trade.  Notifications and especially non-
notifications are not always posted.
• Changes made by notification may be time sensitive for 

registrants and the uncertainty of timeframes for EPA 
approval is problematic.
• Registrants are willing to provide states with a copy of the 

notification submission sent to EPA as documentation that 
the notification was made under 40 CFR§152.46 and PRN 98-
10, if a state requests/requires it.  Will this be adequate?  


