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Mission Statement:  The American Association of Pesticide Safety Educators 

(AAPSE) mission is to provide a collective voice and forum for professional 

development, advocacy, and collaboration in the development, delivery, and 

advancement of pesticide applicator certification and safety education. 

2020 AAPSE Annual Meeting 

We were looking forward to gathering together in Denver, CO in August; 

however, under the current restraints of the Corona virus (COVID-19) AAPSE 

will be hosting our annual meeting virtually August 3 - 4, 2020. And while 

disappointed to have to make this decision, we are excited about the 

possibilities and looking at creating an opportunity that enhances 

engagement and innovation. 

AAPSE COVID-19 Updates & Resources 

The Corona virus (COVID-19) is a rapidly evolving pandemic with many 

implications on our lives, both personally and professionally. AAPSE 

recognized the need for our members to have accurate information as it 

relates to COVID-19, and we added a COVID-19 section on our webpage: 

1.  Respirator shortages.  With anticipated shortages of personal 

protective equipment (PPE) this season, particularly N95 respirators 

Kaci Buhl, Oregon State University, convened a group of 60+ 

stakeholders in March 2020, and followed up with AAPSE members 

Carol Black, Nancy Fitz, Kim Pope-Brown (President), Faye Golden 

(President-Elect), and Betsy Danielson (Secretary) to create a 

document (attached) addressing this issue as there is no accurate or 

up-to-date list of pesticide products that do or do not require 

respirators. Also, advising pesticide educators and pesticide 

applicators there is no substitute for reading the label. 

2. Accomplishing Certification Testing and Recertification Amid COVID-

19.  Many states have suspended testing activities due to restrictions 

enacted as a response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  This has been a 

hardship on many businesses, potential applicators, and regulatory 

agencies.  As some states prepare to relax some restrictions and re-

open, how will SLAs move forward with certification testing and 

recertification trainings?  AAPSE formed an ad hoc committee focused 

on creating a living document on how SLAs are continuing to address 

initial certification/licensing testing, recertification renewals, and 

temporary/emergency rulemaking amid and post COVID-
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19.  Additionally, we will identify training resources developed by PSEPs on 

disinfectants/antimicrobials. 

3. As many pesticide applicators (commercial and custodial) are performing disinfection services and 

pesticide educators are receiving a wide array of questions concerning antimicrobials, Faye 

Golden hosted an Antimicrobials 101 webinar on May 21, 2020.   John Hebert (Branch Chief, EPA 

Antimicrobials Division) and Eric Miederhoff (Product Manager, EPA Antimicrobials Division) 

provided an overview of the registration process for antimicrobial products, master labels vs. 

market labels, and EPA’s List N. 

AAPSE is working with John and Eric for a follow-up webinar on the safe guards in place to prevent 

the sale and distribution of fraudulent disinfectant products. 

Member Engagement  

On May 5, 2020, AAPSE members met virtually for our first Meet & Greet!  Kim Brown lead this virtual 

meeting and provided the State of the Association. The Meet & Greet was a huge success!  

  


