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On May 11th -12th, 2020, Region 6 met via Zoom for the Region 6 EPA/States/Tribe Fall meeting. In 
conjunction with this meeting a Pre-SFIREG meeting was held on May 12th, Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana, 
Oklahoma, New Mexico, the Cherokee Nation, and the Eight Northern Indian Pueblo Council were 
represented at this meeting. Below are the topics of concern that Region 6 requested to be presented at 
the June 2020 SFIREG meeting.  
 

Dicamba 

The number of dicamba complaints have plateaued for Oklahoma, Texas and Louisiana. Oklahoma and 
Texas are averaging around 30 complaints. Arkansas’ dicamba complaints have increased but not 
significantly. Arkansas reported that they have sent out over $425,000 in penalties related to dicamba. 
None of the Region 6 states have drafted any new regulations or restrictions for this growing season. 

COVID-19 

This pandemic has caused all of the Region 6 states to think outside the box. All states reported a 
decrease in routine inspection. Complaints were still worked as normal with extra precautions for staff 
and constituents. Texas requested records from applicators and reviewed numerous application records. 
Arkansas stated routine inspections were slow to nonexistent. Louisiana stopped all routine inspections 
and only worked complaints. Oklahoma dramatically reduced the reduced routine inspections, worked 
complaints and allowed inspectors to work from home to work on credentials and other training items. 
No state has any concerns with respect to being able to meet grant projections.  

Revised C&T plans 

All the Region 6 states submitted their revised plans by the due date. All states were able to complete 
and submit their plans without any significant issues. The only issue of concern expressed is the 
diminishing institutional knowledge in reviewing the plans with the number of people leaving and 
moving around, both at the regional level and at headquarters.   

Paraquat Labeling-Certified Applicator Requirements 

None of the Region 6 states have experienced any issues dealing with the registration of the new labels. 
There has been some issues with accessing the training, however those have been resolved. Louisiana 
mentioned the only issue they are having is individuals not being able to pass the certification exam. 


